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Place Names of Note

It's helpful to know kanji for place names, especially
at train stations. But the names also have interest-
ing breakdowns, prompting one to puzzle over the
etymology.

The Country

Nihon (Japan): HZ (sun + origin). This name means
“origin of the sun.”

Main Islands (North to South)

Hokkaido: 36383& (north + sea + way)
Honshi: A<M (origin + province)
Shikoku: FH[E (4 + country)

Kyasha: JLJ1 (9 + province)
Okinawa: ;##& (open sea + rope)

Most Populous Cities

Fukuoka: f& [ (fortune, happiness + hill)

Hiroshima: A& (wide + island). Hiroshima isn't on an
island. Well, everything in Japan is on an island. But
the kanji might make you think that this city is on
anisland in the nearby Inland Sea, when in fact it's
on Honshu, the main island in Japan. Go figure.

Kawasaki: 1[I (river + land jutting out into water)

Kitakyasha: 36101 (north + 9 + province)

Kobe: f#F7 (god + door). An auspicious address, |
would say!

Kyoto: IAD (capital + capital)

Nagoya: & &7 & (name + old + shop)

Osaka: K[ (big + slope)

Sapporo: AL 1% (paper money + awning)

Sendai: fIll& (wizard, hermit + platform)

Tokyo: BRI (east + capital)

Yokohama: 1#£z (side + beach)
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Busy Bodies

Some kaniji are laughably complicated:
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Real Lookers

A great-aunt of mine sometimes says in a thick New
York accent, “Oh, | was a real looker (look-ah) back
then!” | consider these kanji to be real lookers:
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sHi, ha: tooth ; |
/( Koku, kizasmu: to engrave

El KK
ﬁ FU, kaze: wind, style l_ JUN, megueru: to go around
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